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UNCLAS MEXICO 06694 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: IDBMX 

SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF IDB ANNUAL MEETING 

1 . THE MEXICAN PRESS GAVE CONSIDERABLE COVERAGE TO THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK. OF 
PARTICULAR INTEREST WERE COMMENTS ON THE ABSENCE OF 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL, HUMAN RIGHTS AND DELAYS IN USG APPRO- 
PRIATIONS FOR THE IDB. 

2. A NUMBER OF MEXICO CITY'S DAILY NEWSPAPERS SENT SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENTS TO VANCOUVER TO COVER THE IDB ANNUAL MEETING 
WHICH THEY LABEL THE MOST IMPORTANT FINANCIAL GATHERING OF 
THE AMERICAS. AS A RESULT OF THE PRESENCE OF A REPORTED 

25 MEXICAN JOURNALISTS THE MEETINGS GOT WIDE COVERAGE IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS. 

3. THERE WAS A VARIETY OF COMMENT ON THE ABSENCE OF 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL. ONE PAPER (LA PRENSA) CITED DELE- 
GATES AS SAYING THIS INDICATED A "SERIOUS DISDAIN" OF THE 
IDB AND A MEANS TO FORCE THE IDB TO ADOPT U.S. POLICIES 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS. SEVERAL OTHER PAPERS NOTED IRRITATION ON 
THE PART OP DELEGATES AT THE ABSENCE OP SECRETARY 
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BLUMENTHAL, BUT THEY DID NOT ASSOCIATE THIS WITH HUMAN 
RIGHTS. THE THEME THAT THE USG WAS HOLDING BACK ITS CON- 
TRIBUTIONS TO THE IDB BECAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS WAS 
PICKED UP BY SOME OTHER PAPERS. 

4. THE MEXICAN PRESS PLAYED UP THE REMARKS OP TREASURY 
SECRETARY IBARRA IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE EFPECT THAT POLITI- 
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CAL FACTORS SUCH AS HUMAN RIGHTS SHOULD NOT PLAY A ROLE IN 
INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE IDB, BUT RATHER SHOULD BE DIS- 
CUSSED IN POLITICAL EORA SUCH AS THE OAS OR THE UN. ORTIZ 
MENA WAS ALSO QUOTED AS OPPOSING THE INJECTION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES INTO THE IDB. 

5. MOST NEWSPAPERS NOTED ON ONE OR MORE OCCASIONS THE 
DELAYS IN OBTAINING U.S. CONGRESS ACTION ON IDB CONTRIBU- 
TIONS. WHILE THIS WAS CARRIED EAIRLY STRAIGHT BY SOME 
PAPERS, OTHERS WERE MORE CRITICAL. ONE, UNOMASUNO, HEAD- 
LINED THAT ORTIZ MENA DENOUNCED THE DELAY THOUGH LATER IN 
THE STORY IT QUOTED THE IDB PRESIDENT AS SAYING THAT TECH- 
NICALLY THE U.S. CONTRIBUTIONS WERE NOT OVERDUE. 

6. DEPUTY SECRETARY CARSWELL'S SPEECH APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN REPORTED EACTUALLY, THOUGH UNDER HEADLINES SUCH AS 
"ANGRY RESPONSE FROM U.S. TO LATIN CALLS", "U.S. WILL 
ELIMINATE ALL TRADE OBSTACLES, BUT WILL ONLY HELP COUN- 
TRIES RESPECTING RIGHTS", AND "TOUGH CONDITIONS EOR LOANS 
TO LATIN AMERICA, U.S. ANNOUNCES". THOMPSON 
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